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AN INTRODUCTION TO GRACE k

“From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses, grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ.” John 1:16-17

When I was 18, I was in our car driving to work, a very unpleasant job at a restaurant/truck stop where I washed
dishes. I didn't like my job, and I made $3.35 an hour, but it was spending money and I liked that very much. My
parents were generous enough to let me use their car and very rarely expected me to pay for gas. This particular
day, I was late (no comments, those who know me). So I sped. I don't mean I went 5 miles over the speed limit.
Our family car was a 1973 Buick Limited, (semi-) affectionately known as “The Tank.” It was a 455, V8 monster,
that could go from 0 to 60 in a mere 12-15 seconds but then would keep right on climbing and top out at xxx.* I
turned the corner at the Fairgrounds and from there on I just floored it. I blew around someone--I think a full-size
van--while racing down a hill before a stop sign, where I barely paused before pulling onto the highway and--saw
cherries in my rear-view mirror.

In order, these thoughts hit me: “That’s going to be this month’s pay,” “my parents are going to kill me,” and “I’ve
already got a ticket on my record,” from speeding on this exact same road on my way to celebrating our track
team’s conference title victory. I don’t know how fast I was going, but it was likely around 80 on a 55.

I didn’t recognize the cop who walked up to the car. He verbally ripped into me. He asked me if I could see
‘whether there was anyone coming when I passed that van. Asked me how fast I was going. Asked me what I was
in such a hurry to die for. Then he left me to stew and went back to his cruiser.

Only two minutes later, he was back.

“Well, the chief says you’re alright, so I’'m going to let you go. Don’t drive like that anymore.” I looked back, and
there was our police chief, Jim Robertson. He raised his hand to me. And then they were gone and I was left in a
puddle of cold sweat, trying to make sense of this moment of grace before I understood what grace means.

Now you can deconstruct my story a dozen different ways--and with God as my witness, that moment changed
how I drove and I have no idea how many times I’ve slowed down when it comes to mind, hundreds if not
thousands.

I didn’t know Jesus when I was 18, not personally, not as my buddy who has called me friend, and who now has
saved my life uncounted times since that drive almost 40 years ago. But I believe Jesus was revealing himself to
me. That moment of grace, of receiving mercy and even kindness when I deserved judgment and severe
consequences for my behavior, gave me a framework for grace.

How has God shown you grace? When did you first experience grace and how are you experiencing it today?
May we remember and extend to others the grace God has shown to us, grace upon grace!

Pastor Mike
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THANK YOU ALL!!!

THANK YOU to Steve Shell for his years of
faithfully managing our sound system. He is on
standby if/when Brian Ford needs a sub.

THANK YOU to Jian Ping Larse who runs the PPT
and Livestream every Sunday.

THANK YOU to those who serve as Worship
Leaders, Present: Jim Bailey, Joe Roy, Merry Roy,
Colleen Michael, & Leanne Ford; Past: Dayle
Rushing and Connie Mitchell.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Shut-ins:

Mary Kintner

Carolyn Storme

Shirley Beck

Darlene Ball

Warren & Evelyn Eikenberry

Jim Hart

Jay Stockwell

DEACONS

We will have a Bread and Cup Communion on
October 4 (first Sunday in October) which is World
Communion Sunday.

Deacon Chairs,
Leanne Ford & Linda Vickery

The Church of the Brethren
Mission Offering is one of
two special mission offerings
. ’ WBBC collects each year.
America for Christ offering is

M i SS i on collected in the spring and

. goes to support the work of
Offering the American Baptist Home

Mission Societies. This
year’s CoB Mission offering will be collected on
Sunday, September 14. This offering supports
Brethren missions of evangelism and service around the
world. We encourage you to give generously.

o

GRACE AND GROWTH GROUP

Grace & Growth are small groups that meet
throughout the week in the homes of various
members. If you would like a special group of
friends to share Bible study, discussion of the
sermons and personal cares, contact Merry Roy at
509.881.1083.

JULY BIRTHDAYS
1st Betty Radke
4th Jane Shell
Mary Carter Pringer
10t Aria Rumley-Wells
11t Jim Hart
18t Shirley Beck
21st  Aleksandr Zaytsev o
24t Tony Armstrong ™
27th  Estelle Acord / ":
28t Dayle Rushing V/
31st Cheryl Short § '
Mary Kintner /

(
A

Happy Birthday to You
(sung to the usual tune)

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
10th Shawn Fletcher
20th Connie Mitchell
23rd  Lane Graybill
25th Maria Holland
27th Melissa Fletcher

Happy Birthday to you!
To Jesus stay true!
May all of God’s blessings
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS Rain down upon you!

2nd Dave Whitley
12t Avery Fletcher
John Clevenger

24t Lael Vickery

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
st Shawn & Melissa Fletcher
3rd Warren & Evelyn Eikenberry
12th  Keith & Cathy Madsen

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
8th Aleksandr & Tanya Zaytsev
14th Dan & Jan White
21st David Morin & Cheryl Short
25t Lael & Linda Vickery

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
None

2 CENTS WORTH OFFERING
Sunday, August 31

The 2 Cents Worth Offering is where
every person sets aside 2 Cents for every
meal every person eats in their home to go
toward world hunger and the Heifer Project.
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CREATION CARE CORNER

Care for Creation

Week 28: July 5-11

Firework Free Fourth

This July 4, take a moment to reflect upon the
environmental impact that traditional Independence
Day activities have. In a day characterized by
consumerism, single-use items, barbecues with
excessive meat, and polluting fireworks, consider
what eco-conscious product swaps you can make
while celebrating.

Week 29: July 12-18

Start A Creation Justice Group At Your Church
Does your church have a creation justice/creation
care group? Ifnot, you can start one! Gather and
discuss how your church can be involved in caring
for the earth. Learn together, work together, come
up with projects, and get involved in the work your
community is already doing to heal the
environment.

Week 30: July 19-25

Visit Your Local Library

Reusing and sharing books through your local
library is a wonderful community resource and it’s
ecologically sustainable! Reusing books reduces
production and waste. Do they have an ecology
section? Many cities also have little “free libraries”
with take-one-leave-one books policies! Check out
some of these great authors who write about
creation justice/eco-theology: Thomas Merton,
Victoria Loorz, Rev. Talitha Amadea Aho.

Week 31: July 26-August 1

Rest and Reflect

“Speak to the earth and it shall teach thee...Ask the
creatures of earth and sea for their wisdom.” Job
12:8. What do God’s creatures teach you? What
can we learn from creation?

Creation Care Team
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Ohio COB Pastor Ira Heishman and his call to
minister to his church members who were
deported to Honduras.

Pastor Heishman spent several years in Dominican
Republic and Haiti as pastor. His Ohio church has a
long history of welcoming newcomers. The church
is a witness to the joy of becoming multicultural.

Pastor Heishman went to Honduras this spring to
minister to two of his church members who were
deported. They shared their experience of months
in detention isolated from the world —prison
guards stealing the money their families gave them,
poor medical care and food, shackles, and the
intense grief of separation from wives and children.
They want their families with them, but Honduras is
a dangerous and poverty-stricken place.

They want to use their U.S. education but cannot
get jobs that make enough to live in safe
neighborhoods. They crowd in with families where
one or two are working to support 10-12 people.
The money from jobs in the US that they once sent
to their families in Honduras is no longer there.
Gang violence controls many neighborhoods. High
temperatures and drought make water scarce.

Pastor Heishman took Honduran COB pastors and
some of the “returnees” on retreat to the beautiful
national park. They talked about the gift of
“listening” as a gift of love. They thanked all who
are working with vulnerable migrants. Many of
these pastors broke from the evangelical church to
affiliate with COB, attracted by a passion for
seeking justice and peace-making. An eco-tourism
park next to the national park is directed by Chet
Thomas, a COB man working to create jobs for
Hondurans in sustainable ways.

Pastor Heishman asks us to pray for for Honduras
and relief from overwhelming heat and water
scarcity. He asks, “How is God moving you to
respond?” and “What weighs on you most heavily
right now?”

More information from Julie Avila.
<migrantjustice(@onearthpeace.org>

Contact Joe or Merry Roy for access to a recording
of the webinar.


mailto:migrantjustice@onearthpeace.org

( y World Friendship Center in Hiroshima, Japan
) 4§ Dedicated to Peace and Nuclear Disarmament

Seeking Volunteer Directors for November 2026-November 2028

World Friendship Center, Hiroshima, Japan

The World Friendship Center promotes peace and nuclear disarmament through classes, Peace
Park tours and Hibakusha (A-bomb survivor) storytelling, and by partuc:panng ina vanet:.r of
community-based Peace activities. =

Job Description

Woaorld Friendship Center (WFC), founded as a peace center in 1965, seeks Co-Directors

+ Co-Directors will live in the WFC Guest-House where they will welcome visitors to
Hirashima from around the world (communicating primarily in English).

+ Co-Directors duties include scheduling, welcoming, breakfast preparation, serving guests,
cleaning and maintenance, guest house promotion (including website & social media).

+ Co-Directors teach several weekly English conversation classes to local residents ranging
from basic abilities to advanced reading.

+ Co-Directors help promote peace activities through classes, Peace Park tours, Hibakusha
(A-bomb survivor) storytelling, attend a variety of community-based Peace activities.

+ Co-Directors prepare a report to and participate in monthly meetings of the Board of
Directors and executive committee.

= Requirements: Maturity, two-year commitment, concern for peace, computer and other
office skills, social media and internet-based promotion, along with basic facility repair
knowledge are prerequisites. Stamina and good health are needed- the location of the
center requires considerable walking or bike riding. Interest in on-the-job learning of
Japanese culture and possibly some limited Japanese language is important. The ability to
speak and write clearly in English is required. A college degree is helpful but not essential.
Ideal for a recently retried, married couple. The selection for this position is usually made
eight months or more in advance.

» Entry into Japan is on a Religious Activities Visa in cooperation with The Church of Christ in
Japan. Co-directors will cooperate on several activities with the church each month.

For more information contact: Roger Edmark, kedmark@msn.com
World Friendship Center American Committee
World Friendship Center Website: https://wfchiroshima.com/english/

G

This volunteer position is coordinated through Brethren Volunteer Service
https:iwww.brethren.orglbvs/
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535 Okanogan Avenue
Wenatchee WA 98801
509 662.3681

Email: wbbc@nwi.net
Website: https://www.wbbcu.org

11:00am Adult Bible Study
12:00pm Worship Service
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Take a few minutes to pray for our Church,

our country & its leaders
and the World!

Brethren-Baptist Church Staff

Pastor Mike Rumley-Wells
Office Manager/Bookkeeper Betty Radke
Minister of Music Judi Delabarre
Transportation Ministry Caleb Vickery

Jr. Church Teacher Merry Roy
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Stamp
Here

MISSION STATEMENT

It is our joyful response to God’s love and
grace in Jesus Christ that we be faithful
servants to one another and the world.

VISION STATEMENT

We seek to:

Experience God and mature in Christ,
Equip believers for service,
Encourage one another in love,

Share the good news with the lost and
hurting world,

e Encourage one another to practice our faith.

PASTOR MIKE’S DAYS
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday Mornings
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BETTY’S OFFICE HOURS
Monday — Thursday
In-Office Hours are flexible & limited.
Please call the office before coming in.


mailto:wbbc@nwi.net

